Franklinton Board of Commissioners

Regular Board Meeting

March 18, 2008

Mayor Elic A. Senter called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Commissioner Cutchins gave the invocation.

Those present were Mayor Elic A. Senter, Commissioners Joe Cutchins, Jr., Anita Fuller, James Worley, Art Wright, Town Clerk Kim Worley, and Interim Town Manager Larry Carver.  Other staff members present were Public Works Superintendent Raymond Bragg, Water Plant Superintendent Richard Hinkle, Zoning/Planning Administrator Tammy Ray and Town Attorney Mitch Styers.  Commissioner Al Barbour and Police Chief Ray Gilliam were absent.

Mr. Cal Williams and Miss. Julia Green, students of Franklinton Elementary School, led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance.

CONSIDERATON OF MINUTES

Commissioner Cutchins made the motion to approve minutes of the February 19, 2008 Regular Meeting, the February 25, 2008 Public Works Workshop, and the March 3-4, 2008 Planning Retreat.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Worley and accepted unanimously.

Commissioner Worley made the motion to amend the agenda to allow comments from Randy McNeil of DMP.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Cutchins and accepted unanimously.

Commissioner Cutchins made the motion to amend the agenda to add a Closed Session in accordance with G.S. 143-318.11(a)(5) to discuss legal matters.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Worley and accepted unanimously.

CITIZEN’S CONCERNS

Request by Philip Young to Address the Board Concerning Downtown Parking

Mr. Young stated that there are 4 parking spaces on the side of his business “The Philling Station” that are 2 hour parking.  He stated he would ask the Board to consider making one of them a loading zoning.

Mr. Young told the board that on Main Street in front of his store is a large area marked no parking, and he would like to ask the Board to consider making part of that area for motorcycle parking.

Mr. Young also asked the Board if he was allowed to put 2 small, 2-person tables for customers in front of his shop.

Mayor Senter thanked Mr. Young for his questions, and stated that the Board would be looking into everything and will get him an answer.

PRESENTATIONS

2008 School Bond – Dr. Bert L’Homme, Franklin County Schools Superintendent

Mrs. Paige Sayles, Chairperson, of the Franklin County School Board told the Board that they would like to share a PowerPoint presentation and ask the Board for their support of  the 2008 school bond.

After the presentation Commissioner Fuller stated that growth is coming, and we need to be investing in our future.

Mayor Senter thanked everyone for coming and for the presentation.

OLD BUSINESS

Mayor Senter stated that last month when he was thanking everyone for their help during the fire, he left out the Franklin County Sheriff’s Department, and he would like to now thank them for all of the help they provided.  He stated it was well appreciated.

MANAGER’S REPORT

Public Works

Report from Raymond Bragg, Public Works Director

There is a copy of this report on file.

Randy McNeil stated he has just received the draft copy of the contract to apply for more grant monies to do the sewer improvements.  He stated we have applied at the Rural Center and hope to hear a reply in July.  He stated he has completed Phase I contracts and sent them to Raleigh.  Mr. McNeil stated he is finishing up on Phase II.

Mayor Senter asked, if we received approval of a loan and then received the grant, does the town have to use the loan monies?  Mr. McNeil stated the Town could turn down the loan if they receive the grant.

Police Department

Report from Chief Ray Gilliam

There is a copy of this report on file.

Water Treatment Plant

Report from Richard Hinkle, Water Plant Superintendent

There is a copy of this report on file.

Planning and Zoning

Report from Tammy Ray, Planning, Code Enforcement and Zoning Administrator

There is a copy of this report on file.

Tree Committee

Stan Whitlow, Chairman

Mr. Raymond Bragg stated that at next month’s meeting, the committee would have representatives from Progress Energy to come and talk with them.

Mayor Senter stated he would like to tell everyone that the Town had a great “Arbor Day Celebration.”

Uptown Revitalization Committee

Pier Williamson, Chairman

Ms. Tammy Ray stated the committee met and finalized their budget to give to the Board.  She stated they also discussed several projects they may be working on.

Miscellaneous Updates/Reports

Interim Town Manager Larry Carver

There is a copy of this report on file.

NEW BUSINESS

Resolution in Support of 2008 School Bond

Commissioner Fuller made the motion to adopt the resolution in support of the 2008 school bond.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Worley and accepted unanimously.

Request for Funding from Franklinton Recreation Association

Michelle Smith of the Franklinton Recreation Association stated the registration for the programs is over 100 this year.  She stated this is the best year the program has had in a long time.  She stated the Association has worked hard this year and has been able to get the Dixie Youth program back.  She stated the Association is looking forward to trying to do some extra programs this year.

Commissioner Worley made the motion to give the Association $3,000, which included a $1000 increase.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Cutchins and accepted unanimously.

Discussion of Parking Issues Relating to Residential Streets

Commissioner Worley made the motion to table this item so the Board could get more information.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Fuller and accepted unanimously.

Resolution to Purchase Police Vehicles

Commissioner Worley made the motion to accept the resolution to show its intention to use the funds from the seizure of illegal drugs to facilitate the money to retire debt for previously purchased police cars, so that the Town can purchase additional police cars.  Commissioner Cutchins seconded the motion and all agreed.

Discussion Regarding the Creation of an Economic Development Committee for the Town of Franklinton and Nominees for Appointment to this Committee

Ms. Ray stated the proposal is to create an Economic Development Committee for the Town and to ask the Board to appoint this committee.  The following individuals and professions shall be represented on the committee.

· Mayor of Franklinton

· Commercial real estate agent

· Banker

· Local Business owners

· Franklinton Uptown Revitalization Committee member

· Franklinton Chamber member

Mayor Senter stated he would like to see a citizen added to list.

Commissioner Fuller made the motion to table this item until names could be presented to the Board.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Worley and accepted unanimously.

Discussion Regarding Sewer Equalization Basin

Mr. Carver stated the project has been started.  He stated we have submitted for permits but are not ready to vote on a cost right now.  He stated that we have asked DWQ to allow us to use a holding tank to stop overflows.  We are currently waiting for an answer back from them.

Discussion Regarding Engineering Study of the Upper Reservoir Dam

Mr. Randy McNeil of DMP stated he in the process of trying to locate the copy of the study he has done for the Town.  He stated if he could not locate it, he would do another one for the Town.

Consideration of Extending ORC Contract

 Mr. Carver stated the only change in the contract is for a 5-year agreement. He stated there is a 30-day termination clause.

Commissioner Wright made the motion to extend the contract.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Worley and accepted unanimously.

Consideration of Building Use Plan for Franklinton Municipal Annex

Mr. Carver stated that when the building was purchased, there were several options discussed about its use.  He stated he thought the best use for the building is to make it into a Commissioner/General Meeting room.  He also note that the room could be utilized for training.

Mr. Carver stated if the meeting room is moved to the Annex, we could then work on making some new office space(s) in the Town Hall.

Commissioner Cutchins made the motion to use the building as Commissioners meeting room, and work on extra office space in the town hall.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Fuller and accepted unanimously.

CLOSED SESSION

Commissioner Worley made the motion to go into a Closed Session in accordance to G.S. 143-318.11(a)(5) to discuss legal matters.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Cutchins and accepted unanimously.

Commissioner Wright made the motion to come out of the Closed Session.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Worley and accepted unanimously. 

Attorney Styers stated the Board has previously declared the land surplus at the intersection of Mason Street and US 1 Highway and tried to sell it as a private sale and also as a bid sale and received no bids on it.  Now the Town has received an offer to purchase the property.

Mayor Senter stated the Town has received a bid of $5,000 on the surplus property located at the intersection of Mason Street and US 1 Highway from Mr. Mack Cooper.  The Town accepted this bid with the condition the lot has to be built up with the approval of the Town’s engineers.  

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Senter stated the newsletter has been finished and should be published in a week.

The Board set the following dates for manager’s interviews.

· March 31, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.

· April 9, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.

· April 28, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.

The Board set the following dates for budget workshops.

· April 21, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.

· May 1, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.

· May 12, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.

MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Senter stated he received a request from Pope’s Chapel Church asking for the Town to support “Black Marriage Day,” which will be March 30, 2008.

Commissioner Cutchins stated he felt like the Board could ask the Mayor issue a proclamation in honor of this.  The Board agreed.

Mayor Senter presented to the Commissioners a list of the County Board meetings and stated, he would like for at least one commissioner to try and attend the meetings.

Commissioner Fuller stated she attended the County meeting last night and the main thing they discussed were the budget and the High Speed Rail.

Mayor Senter stated he wants to start a recycling program for recycled cell phones and a cartridge-recycling program, also.  He stated that there would be a recycling container set up for these items, and the Town will turn the items into a program that will pay for them.  He stated the money that will be made for these items would then go to the Tree Committee to help with their program.  Mayor Senter stated this would be included in the newsletter to let the citizens know about it.

There being no other business, Commissioner Wright made the motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Worley and accepted unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted:

_____________________________

ELIC A. SENTER

MAYOR

_____________________________

KIM WORLEY

TOWN CLERK

