Franklinton Board of Commissioners
Regular Monthly Meeting

June 17, 2008

Mayor Senter called the regular monthly meeting of the Franklinton Board of Commissioners to order at 7:05 p.m.  Commissioner Fuller gave the invocation.  Franklinton Elementary Student Corey Pender led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Those present were Mayor Elic A. Senter, Commissioners Al Barbour, Joseph Cutchins, Jr., Anita Fuller, James Worley, Art Wright, Interim Town Manager Larry Carver, Town Attorney Mitch Styers and Assistant Town Clerk Wendy Gilliam.  Other staff members present were Public Works Director Raymond Bragg, Police Chief Ray Gilliam, Water Plant Superintendent Richard Hinkle, and Zoning and Planning Administrator Tammy Ray.

CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES

Mayor Senter stated that there were a few grammatical errors in the minutes as presented and noted the necessary corrections.  Commissioner Cutchins made a motion to approve the minutes from the May 20, 2008 regular meeting, the June 5, 2008 manager search meeting, the June 6, 2008 manager search meeting, and the closed session minutes from both the June 5 & 6, 2008 meetings with the grammatical corrections as noted by Mayor Senter.  Commissioner Barbour seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved.

Mayor Senter announced that Commissioner Worley had to have unexpected back surgery on the previous day and had asked for the closed session to be tabled if was unable to attend.  He also stated that the Horticulture Club presentation needed to be tabled until the July meeting and adding under Old Business an update regarding the noxious weeds ordinance.  Commissioner Cutchins made a motion to amend the agenda tabling the presentation, adding an update regarding noxious weeds ordinance under old business, and to allow for leeway in the order of the agenda depending upon Commissioner Worley’s ability to attend the closed session.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Fuller and it was unanimously approved.
PRESENTATION

FHS Horticulture Club- Item Tabled

CITIZENS CONCERNS

 Rose Stroud- Property Stakes along Second Street

Mayor Senter stated that he had sent the Board a memo regarding Mrs. Stroud’s concern that the property stakes had been removed along the east side of Second Street a few years ago when the Town ran sewer through this area.  
Mrs. Stroud told the Board that the property stakes for 8, 10, and 12 Second Street had been removed and not replaced when sewer was run in front of these properties a few years ago.

Mr. Raymond Bragg stated that before the town went to the expense of having this area surveyed he could try to locate the property lines.  Attorney Styers stated that in order to be legally recognized, if the stakes had been removed, was to have new surveys done.

Mayor Senter stated that there was another item on the agenda that somewhat coincided with this issue as it affected the same property owners and that possibly the closing of two proposed streets, Perishing Drive and Benjamin Streets could be discussed at this time along with this issue.  

Mrs. Tammy Ray stated that she had already contacted Mr. Nathan Hymiller, a local surveyor, and had received and estimate of $7,000 for services required to close Perishing Drive.  
After discussion regarding the property stakes and the street closings, the Board directed the staff to get a cost estimate for the entire project and contact the affected property owners, by mail, to see if they would be interested in sharing the cost of the surveys with the town assuming the expense for the front property stakes and the property owners assuming the cost of the back portion of the property related to the street closure.  

Commissioner Fuller also requested that Sappah Brothers, the contractors on the sewer project, be contacted regarding the missing property stakes.

Commissioner Cutchins made a motion to table these issues until the July meeting when the Board would have the cost information and wishes of the property owners regarding the street closure.  Commissioner Barbour seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved.

Ann Nassif- Torn Awning at 8 N. Main Street

Mrs. Ann Nassif told the board that the she had recently done a lot of work to her building at 8 N. Main Street, including replacing an old awning approximately one year ago.  She stated that during a recent wind storm her awning was ripped because it caught on a plant hanger placed on the building by the town’s beautification committee.  Mrs. Nassif stated that she had not given permission for this planter to be placed on her building and had requested that it be removed and that she be compensated for the cost of replacing the damaged awning.  She stated that Mr. Raymond Bragg had already taken care of removing the plant hanger.  

Commissioner Barbour asked if the old awning had been damaged by the plant hanger.  Mrs. Nassif stated that it had not been damaged.  

Interim Town Manager Carver asked if the old and new awnings were identical.  Mrs. Nassif stated that they were identical.

The Board referred this issue back to Mr. Carver for resolution.
PUBLIC HEARING

2008-09 Fiscal Year Budget Ordinance

Commissioner Cutchins made a motion to recess the regular Board meeting and open the public hearing.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Barbour and it was unanimously approved.
Interim Town Manager Larry Carver informed the Board that he had had several discussions with Interim County Manager Angela Harris regarding their proposed sewer increase for the 2008-09 budget year.  He stated that as a result of these discussions the County had rescinded their proposed rate of $7.00 per thousand gallons and was holding at the current rate of $5.80 per thousand gallons.  He went on to explain that this would allow the Board to lower our proposed sewer rate by $1.20, making it $7.80 per thousand gallons.  He also explained that staff had only received this information late the prior afternoon and was unable to have new presentation budgets available at meeting time.
Commissioner Cutchins commented that he was sure our citizens appreciated Mr. Carver’s tenacity regarding the sewer contract.
Commissioner Fuller thanked Interim Town Manager Carver for all of his work regarding the sewer rate and the budget.

Commissioner Wright made a motion to close the public hearing.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Worley and it was unanimously approved.

RESOLUTIONS

Police Vehicle Purchase

Interim Town Manager Carver stated that a few months ago the Board had passed a resolution of intent to purchase three police vehicles, however due to budgetary constraints that the town would only be purchasing two vehicles.  He stated that he had sent out several request for bids to finance and that BB&T had come in with the best rate.  He further stated that this resolution was a formality required by the bank.
Commissioner Barbour made a motion to adopt the resolution approving financing terms for the purchase of two police vehicles.  Commissioner Worley seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved.

Expansion of ETJ

Mrs. Ray stated that this was a resolution to extend the Extra Territorial Jurisdiction that had not been extended with the last annexation.  She told the Board that only two properties would need to be surveyed for this extension.
Commissioner Fuller made a motion to adopt the resolution requesting an expansion of Franklinton’s Extra-territorial Jurisdiction.  Commissioner Wright seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved.

Opposition of House Bill 2367 

Commissioner Fuller made a motion to adopt a resolution opposing N.C. House Bill 2367 Involuntary Annexation Moratorium.  Commissioner Worley seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved.

Underground Utilities in Downtown Franklinton
Commissioner Cutchins made a motion to adopt the resolution in support of underground utilities in downtown Franklinton.  Commissioner Barbour seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved.
2007-08 F/Y Budget Amendment

Interim Town Manager Carver presented the Board with the proposed budget amendment appropriating $110,000 in fund balance as a result of loss of sales to Franklin County during the height of the drought.
Commissioner Barbour made a motion to approve the budget amendment.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Cutchins and it was unanimously approved.

MANAGER’S REPORT

Public Works- Raymond Bragg

A copy of this report is on file.

Mr. Bragg responded to a question from a prior meeting as to why there was such a difference in the number of meters versus the number of customers billed each month.  Mr. Bragg stated that locations for the entire first phase of the Weatherly subdivision had been set up in the computer, even though they don’t actually have meters installed, they are still reflected on the reading reports, and this was where the discrepancy was coming from.

Mr. Bragg also reported that the DOT would be in town soon for patching work.
Police Department- Chief Ray Gilliam

A copy of this report is on file.

Chief Gilliam addressed concerns raised by Mrs. Dee Sams at a previous meeting regarding speeding on Main Street.  He presented the Board with statistics on the number and location of speeding tickets issued through out town.  Chief Gilliam also thanked Mrs. Sams for her concern and assured her that police department would continue to use all of their available resources to curtail speeding throughout town.
A question was raised about whether the town had portable speed bumps.  Mr. Raymond Bragg stated that the town has two.  Commissioner Wright asked where these would be placed.  Mayor Senter responded that they could be placed when and where a need arises that there would be no set location.

Commissioner Fuller asked if the police department had participated in the Click it or Ticket campaign and DWI check points.  Chief Gilliam responded that we do participate in them and in fact we on occasion organize and host these events.  He explained that several criteria set by the North Carolina Department of Crime Control and Public Safety must be met and departments are required to submit a plan for approval prior to conducting these checks points.  He stated that the most suitable locations in Franklinton are on US 1 highway and NC 56 highway.
Chief Gilliam reported that the National Night Out committee had met and that our celebration would be held at the Franklinton Park on August 5, 2008 in conjunction with the national event.  
Water Plant- Richard Hinkle

A copy of this report is on file.

Mr. Hinkle reported that both the upper and lower reservoirs were currently full.

OTHER BUSINESS
Closed Session

A motion to go into closed session in accordance with N.C.G.S. §143-318.11(3)(8) in order to discuss a personnel matter and to seek advice covered by attorney-client privilege was made by Commissioner Wright and seconded by Commissioner Barbour and it was unanimously approved.  Commissioner Cutchins made a motion to come out of the closed session.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Fuller and it was unanimously approved.
MANAGER’S REPORT CONTINUED

Tree Committee- No report was given.

Uptown Revitalization Committee- Pier Williamson
Mr. Williamson reported that they held a very productive meeting this month, however lately attendance has been low.  He told the Board the committee has put together a marketing packet for prospective business owners.  Interim Town Manager Carver suggested that the committee produce a brief video that could be tied in to the Town’s website.  

The committee will be sponsoring a summer outdoor movie series; movies will be shown on the high school lawn twice a month in an effort to spark interest in the downtown business district.  

Mr. Williamson also reported that the committee had been working with Ms. Susan Suggs and has developed a streetscape for the downtown area.  This plan is available at Town Hall.
Miscellaneous Reports

Interim Town Manager Carver reported that he, the town’s engineers and ORC had meet with officials at NCDENR in order to find out what conditions need to occur in order for the Weatherly Subdivision Phase II to be approved for sewer.  He stated NCDENR was presented with the Town’s plans for equalization basins and hopefully this will resolve any issues with regards to sewer overflows.
OLD BUSINESS
Noxious Weeds
Mayor Senter reported that the last month the Board had passed a resolution requesting inclusion to legislation governing noxious weeds and that it was currently making its way through the State Legislature.
NEW BUSINESS

Fiscal Year 2008-09 Budget Ordinance
Commissioner Worley made a motion to approve the 2008-09 fiscal year budget ordinance as amended during the public hearing lowering utility fund revenues and expenditures by $45,693.00.  Commissioner Cutchins seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved.
Muldrow Special Use Amendment Request

Mrs. Ray stated that on July 17, 2007 the Board approved a special use permit for Mr. Muldrow to locate the Growing Steps Child Center, a 7,800 square foot steel building child care facility, on his church’s property on Church Street.  Mrs. Ray stated that due to the rising cost of materials Mr. Muldrow was asking that his permit be amended to allow for the project to be developed in two phases and to allow for the option of a stick built structure versus a steel structure depending upon which will be the most economical material.  Mrs. Ray informed the Board that the Planning Board had reviewed the request and was recommending its approval.
Town Attorney Mitch Styers questioned whether than materials was there any other changes to the original plan.  Mrs. Ray stated that only the materials and construction in phases.

Commissioner Cutchins asked if building would still be uniform with the neighborhood.  Mrs. Ray stated that it would be uniform.

Commissioner Cutchins made a motion to amend the Muldrow special use permit to allow for the project to be developed in two phases and with owner discretion on building materials to the extent that they meet Franklin County building codes and are consistent with the surrounding neighborhood.  Commissioner Worley seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved.
Economic Development Committee Appointments

Mayor Senter stated that he had sent a memo to the Board members listing the names of for consideration.  The following names were submitted for consideration: Mr. Shane Mitchell, Mr. Phillip Young, Mr. Joseph Fogg, Mr. Mack Cooper, Mrs. Tanisha Holmes, Dr. Stephanie Brown, and Mayor Elic A. Senter.  Mayor Senter asked if anyone had names to add or remove.  
Commissioner Worley made a motion to appoint the above individuals to the Economic Development Committee for Franklinton.  Commissioner Wright seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved.

Ordinance Review

Mrs. Ray updated the Board on the progress of this project.  She stated that the personnel ordinance has been remove and converted to a policy, which needs some minor work and that Chapters 50 and 51 have been completed.  She also pointed out that Commissioner Fuller had not been assigned to any of the review sub-committees.  Mayor Senter asked Commissioner Fuller to sit on the review committee for the traffic code.  He also asked for a target date of December 31, 2008 for completion of this chapter.

Interim Town Manager Carver stated that this along with all ongoing projects could be tracked using the monthly meeting agenda under the Old Business section.  

Mayor Senter asked that Town Attorney Styers be copied each chapter upon completion in order to keep this project on schedule.

Gas Tax Holiday

Mayor Senter stated that there was currently a gas tax holiday bill in the State Legislature and he would like to get the Boards opinions on this.  He stated that this measure would impact the Powell Bill monies which municipalities receive.  

Commissioner Barbour stated that a 90 day gas tax holiday would not do any good and that it would be harmful to the NCDOT.
It was the consensus of the Board that the go on the record in opposition of this measure.

Drought Legislation

Mayor Senter stated that currently SB1879 was on the floor of the state senate and that he had major issues with the bill as presented.  It takes the municipalities ability to dictate how they regulate their water supply and then imposes unfunded mandates on the municipalities.
Commissioner Wright concurred with Mayor Senter stating that it lessens the town’s control over its water supply.
Commissioner Wright made a motion to oppose SB1789.  Commissioner Cutchins seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved.

Inter-basin Transfer Research

Mayor Senter stated that this legislation had pros and cons and would cost each regional COG approximately $80,000.
MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dam Funding

Mayor Senter stated that he had sent a letter to U.S. Representative Bob Etheridge, Senator Elizabeth Dole, and Senator Richard Burr asking them to review the town’s request for funding to raise the dam at the upper reservoir.

Open House
Mayor Senter expressed disappointment in the turn out for the first open house held on June 14, 2008.  He announced the next open house was scheduled for August 2, 2008.  He also noted that the URC would be at this open house and refreshments would be served.

High Speed Rail
Mayor Senter commented on the an editorial published in the Wake Weekly regarding plans for the High Speed Rail and how greatly it would impact some of the smaller towns.  He also stated that he had met with the NCDOT regarding this issue and they were very receptive to town’s concerns with this project.
Meeting Dates
Due to conflicts the June 19, 2008 workshop was cancelled.  
A special called meeting was called for July 10, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.  The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the proposed closing of Perishing Drive and to review the junk vehicle ordinance.

Closed Session Results
Mayor Senter announced that as a result of the earlier closed session the Board had decided to offer Mr. Larry Carver the position of Town Manager.  Mr. Carver accepted the position.  Mayor Senter stated that a contract would be forthcoming however the specific terms had not been negotiated at this time.
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Commissioner Cutchins and seconded by Commissioner Wright and unanimously approved.

Respectfully submitted

_________________________

Elic A. Senter

Mayor

_________________________

Wendy Gilliam

Assistant Town Clerk
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