Franklinton Board of Commissioners
Regular Monthly Meeting

December 16, 2008

The regular meeting of the Franklinton Board of Commissioner was called to order at 7:03 p.m.  Commissioner Anita Fuller gave the invocation.  Commissioner Al Barbour led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Those present were Mayor Elic A. Senter, Commissioners Al Barbour, Joseph Cutchins, Jr., Anita Fuller, James Worley, Art Wright, Town Manager Larry Carver, Town Attorney Mitch Styers, and Assistant Town Clerk Wendy Gilliam.  Other Staff members present were Public Works Director Raymond Bragg, Police Chief Ray Gilliam, Water Plant Superintendent Richard Hinkle, and Zoning and Planning Administrator Tammy Ray.

Mayor Senter stated that there were a few alterations to the agenda.  The American Legion Oratorical Scholarship Program item under Citizens Concerns was moved to the January 20, 2009 Regular Meeting Agenda.  A Resolution to add Water Reuse Project the Capital Improvement Plan and a Special Events Permit request were added to the December 16, 2008 Agenda.
A motion to approve the minutes of the November 18, 2008 regular meeting amending them to correcting the spelling of Ms. Tanisha Holmes’ name was made by Commissioner Cutchins and seconded by Commissioner Worley.  The motion passed unanimously.

COMMITTEE/COMMISSIONER REPORTS

Tree Committee- Mr. Raymond Bragg

Mr. Bragg reported that they had just completed this year’s application for Tree City, USA.  He also reported that Mrs. Shelia Allers would be the Chairman of the Tree Committee next year.

Uptown Revitalization Committee

No report was given.

Franklinton Senior Center

No report was given.

Economic Development Committee
No report was given.

Franklinton Township Chamber of Commerce- Mr. Darrell Chalk

Mr. Chalk reported that the Christmas Parade ran very smoothly this year.  He reported that they had gotten a late start but there were a total of approximately 99 entries; of those 17 were commercial floats, three private floats and three bands.  He also noted that Mr. Nathan Moreschi, Franklin County Schools Public Information Officer, was the MC.

Mayor Senter stated that the folks on the Fire Department worked really hard and had done an incredible job.

Mr. Chalk also stated that the Chamber needs new members and that anyone interested could pick up an application at Town Hall.  The Township Chamber meets the 1st Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the new Chamber building at 6 N. Main Street.
Mayor Senter asked if the Board would like to appoint a representative to the Township Chamber.  It was the consensus of Board not to appoint a representative due to the fact that several Board members have personal chamber memberships

Arts Alive- Commissioner Anita Fuller

Commissioner Fuller reported that Arts Alive had sponsored several events to celebrate the Holiday Season.  She reported that approximately 78 people attended the Holiday Concert, 30 people turned out for the guided Holiday Lights Tour, and that there was still the Community Caroling and luminary lighting to be held on December 20th.  

Mayor Senter thanked FRMC for their generous sponsorship of the Holiday Concert.  He pointed out that with out sponsorships and donations these events like these would not be possible.

EXTERNAL BOARD/COMMITTEE REPORTS

Kerr Tar COG- Commissioner Joseph Cutchins
Commissioner Cutchins reported that there had be a presentation on the proposed High Speed Rail and the impact it would have on our local communities at the last COG meeting.

CAMPO

No report was given.

Franklin County Economic Development 
No report was given.

MANAGER’S REPORT

Public Works- Raymond Bragg, Public Works Director
A copy of this report is on file.

Mr. Bragg reported that 1288 meters were read, 131 customers were scheduled for water disconnection, of which 16 had been disconnect and two customers tampered.  Mr. Bragg reported that the Public Works Department had been working on leave collection, 90% of collection had been completed by the time of this report.  He stated that after leave collection crews would begin on picking up brush. 

Town Manager Carver added that the Public Works Department had purchased a Gator for use on the outfalls for $500.

Police Department- Chief Ray Gilliam
A copy of this report is on file.

Chief Gilliam stated he would like to commend the Fire Department on the excellent job they did with the Christmas Parade.  He also thanked the Highway Patrol and Franklin County Sheriff’s Department for their assistance with the parade.  

Chief Gilliam also stated that interaction with the Franklin County School officials was going well and that loitering after school has decreased.

Town Manager Carver asked Chief Gilliam to report on today’s activities.  Chief Gilliam stated that drug investigations earlier in the day had netted 2-3 arrests.

Water Plant- Richard Hinkle, Water Plant Superintendent
A copy of this report is on file.

Mr. Hinkle reported that the Upper Reservoir is full and the City Pond is overflowing.  He also reported that there had been a few problems with a flocculator.

Commissioner Cutchins inquired about problems with beavers.  Mr. Hinkle stated that they were not creating a problem at the present time.

Planning and Zoning- Tammy Ray, Code Enforcement & Zoning Administrator 
A copy of this report is on file.
Mrs. Ray reported that three permits had been issued this month and one business has opened.

Finance- Larry Carver, Town Manager

Mr. Carver reported that revenues were running between 41.7% and 48.3%.  He stated that collection on some shared tax items was running a little behind.  He stated that he was also reviewing the Town’s telephone bills to try to cut expense in this area.  He reported each department’s revenue and expense percentages.
OLD BUSINESS

Building Up-fit
Mr. Carver stated that things were moving along nicely and the Board should be able to hold its first meeting of the New Year in the Annex.

Ordinance Update
Mrs. Ray reported that she is handling this mostly via the telephone due to everyone’s schedules been cramped this time of the year.

ETJ Expansion
There was nothing to report.

Sewer Rehabilitation
Mr. Carver reported that this was out for bids and that there would be a bid opening on January 21st.

Hardees Sewer Project
This item was discussed under new business.
Cedar Creek Sewer Project
There was nothing to report.
Olde Liberty Water Reclamation Project
A motion to adopt a resolution to include the Olde Liberty Water Reclamation Project in Franklinton’s Capital Improvement Plan was made by Commissioner Worley and seconded by Commissioner Cutchins.  The motion passed unanimously.
A motion to adopt a resolution authorizing Davis, Martin, Powell & Associates to submit a grant application to fund the Olde Liberty Water Reclamation Project was made by Commissioner Worley and seconded by Commissioner Cutchins.  The motion passed unanimously.

Curb & Parking Spaces Painting
This item is wanting on quotes.

Dam Projects
This item was discussed under New Business.

NEW BUSINESS

Economic Development Assistance

Mr. Carver reported that the Federal Government was looking for infrastructure projects to fund in order to stimulate the economy.  He stated that he would be forwarding our “Wish List” to the Kerr-Tar COG, which includes the Hardees Sewer Project, the Interceptor Sewer Line Project, raising the upper reservoir dam, the Olde Liberty Water Reclamation Project, and rehabilitation of a Town owned building on Front Street for use as a Magistrate’s Office.
Resolution Regarding 20 Year Capital Improvement Plan
A motion to adopt a resolution regarding the 20 Year Capital Improvement Plan was made by Commissioner Fuller and seconded by Commissioner Worley.  The motion passed unanimously.

Special Events Permit Request
Commissioner Cutchins, on behalf of the First Baptist Church, requested a Special Use Permit to conduct a march in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on January 17, 2009.  Commissioner Cutchins asked for a police escort from the Franklinton High School to Main Street.


Mr. Carver asked that Commissioner Cutchins submit the route in writing prior to the event for and to provide the specific details so this event could be publicized through Channel 10.

Commissioner Fuller made a motion to approve the special events permit request to conduct the Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. March.  Commissioner Worley seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

Closed Session 
Commissioner Cutchins made a motion to go into closed session in accordance with N.C.G.S. §143-318.11(3) in order to seek legal council.  Commissioner Worley seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

Commissioner Worley made a motion to come out of closed session.  Commissioner Cutchins seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Senter thanked everyone that participated in the Arts Alive Holiday Lights Tour.  He also announced that there would be a Community Caroling and Luminary Lighting on December 20, 2008.  
There being no other business to discuss Commissioner Barbour made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Cutchins seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________

Elic A. Senter

            Mayor

__________________

Wendy Gilliam

Assistant Town Clerk

