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Community Notes 
TOWN OF FRANKLINTON 

     Itôs been a long and wonderful road over these last 21 months.  (At least itôll be 

21 months by the time you read this.)   I cannot tell you how happy I am to be serv-

ing you in this role.  If I had the ability to do it full time, Iôd jump at the chance.   

     While many things that are great news for Franklinton are things that not every-

one gets to see, I get to see and know most all of them.  For instance, the Town has 

received a grant of just over $800,000 ï not everyone may understand why thatôs 

incredible.  Well, Iôll share one part of that with you ï that grant would allow us to 

move towards building whatôs called a ópackage plantô at our wastewater regional 

pumping station just off South Chavis Street.  In constructing this plant, we can take the entirety of the sew-

age produced in Franklinton on a daily basis (an average of 150,000 gallons a day), and instead of putting 

whatôs called the ógray waterô (the cleaned, treated sewer water, which is actually cleaner than the water we 

drink in some cases) back into Cedar Creek, we can use that water to irrigate local golf courses and provide 

such water to local businesses that may be able to use it.  This gray water would be used instead of drinking 

wateréwhich means that the next time thereôs a major drought, weôve taken steps to protect our drinking wa-

ter supplies from being depleted as quickly. 

      Another nifty example is an event I attended recently in Winston-Salem.  Mayor 

Allen Joines  convened a summit of mayors that have a presence of biotechnology in-

dustries in their communities.  Youôre likely already aware of Franklintonôs ï since 

Novozymes has been a corporate citizen and community supporter since 1979.  No-

vozymes may have changed names since then, but they havenôt changed their commit-

ment to being one of the best corporate citizens in the state of North Carolina.  At what 

became the Biotech Mayors Summit on July 29, several mayors and representatives of 

towns and cities across the state came together to discuss what we can do as elected representatives to support 

these industries and work to foster their success and growth.  It was noted that for every biotech job, an addi-

tional 2.5 jobs are created in the communities that surround them.  While representatives from larger cities 

such as Raleigh, Durham, Chapel Hill, and even Holly Springs spoke about the companies that are within 

their cities, I spoke about the benefit of being óbiotech adjacent.ô  Franklinton was by far the smallest commu-

nity represented ï but that mattered little when it came to the conversation.  Those at the roundtable were very 

interested to hear how supportive Novozymes has been to Franklinton and Franklin County, even though they 

arenôt in our corporate limits.  Everyone participating agreed that there are many things we can do together to 

bring a voice to support these companies, large and small, as well as what we can learn from each other.  We 

will continue to meet periodically, to discuss issues regarding being a biotech community.  (And some donôt 

even know that Franklinton is one!)  

      Thatôs just one place in which I get to represent my hometown.  I am so proud to be able to do so.  I can-

not believe how fast time has flown.  I also canôt believe how much has happened in that time.  Also, as you 

may have read in my blog, I like to attend local events ï please let me know if thereôs an event in your organi-

zation, church or school.  If I can be there, Iôll be glad to!  I try to visit and participate as much as 

possible, but sometimes the schedule of what effectively equates to two full time jobs can be a bit 

difficult.  I promise ï if I can be there, I will!  I hope your summer was a fun one, 

and that youôve gotten a great start to your autumn.  I wish you the best this holi-

day season, and always.  Please donôt hesitate to contact me with 

issues or concernséIôm always glad to hear from you! 

Elic A. Senter, Mayor 

Anita Fuller, Mayor Pro Tempore 

Al Barbour, Commissioner 

Joe Cutchins, Commissioner 

James Worley, Commissioner 

Art Wright, Commissioner 

Mayorõs Messageé 
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 In the last edition of Community Notes, 
you read about a new opportunity for 
citizens of Franklinton to recognize one 
another.  The Board of Commissioners will 
celebrate our newest Citizen of the Year at 
the December 2009 meeting.  Nominations 
for Citizen of the Year will be accepted 
through October 31, 2009.  Nomination 
forms and guidelines are available at Town 
Hall, and can be mailed to you, or obtained 
from the Townõs website 
(www.franklintonnc.us).  Please consider 
nominating someone for this great honor!   

From Gravel to Greené 

The Municipal Pocket Park Project 
     The Town of Franklinton Tree Committee has been selected to 

receive a grant for the Municipal Pocket Park project from the NC 

Division of Forest Resources, Urban and Community Forestry Grant 

Program.  Yes, fellow citizens of Franklinton, this means part of the 

municipal parking lot on South Main Street will be transformed into a 

pocket park.   The Franklinton Tree Committeeôs grant request in-

cluded drawings of the proposed park, a list of trees and plants, a 

detailed budget, community benefits, and a timeline for completion. 

The Franklinton Tree Committee was granted $11,537.00! 

      As always, there is paperwork to be completed; therefore, work 

on the park will not begin until the fall. Like most grants, it comes 

with conditions.  Grant monies will pay for soil replacement, soil 

amendment, and tree purchases. We will be digging up asphalt, re-

moving really bad dirt and replacing it with good soil.  The trees to 

be purchased will be fairly decent sized not twigs.  A portion of our 

Tree Committee budget will cover other expenses such as sod.  How-

ever the grant does not pay for shrubs, sidewalks, or benches.  We are 

asking the community to support the project by donating ñpocket 

change for a pocket parkò and volunteering time or materials.  All  

contributions will be happily and gratefully accepted.  Donations are 

tax deductible 

     Stop by Town Hall to see the plans or to donate your time or 

your  ñpocket change for a pocket park!ò 

Franklinton Pocket Park 

GET INVOLVED! VOLUNTEER! 
Contact Town Hall for Opportunities. 


